
For More Information

For more information about VDOF services or 
programs, please contact your local Virginia 
Department	of	Forestry	office	or	visit:

www.dof.virginia.gov

Western Region Office, Salem:
Phone:	(540)	387-5461

Central Region Office, Charlottesville:
Phone:	(434)	977-5193

Eastern Region Office, Providence Forge:
Phone:	(804)	966-5092

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Virginia Department of Forestry
900 Natural Resources Drive, Suite 800
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903
Phone: (434) 977-6555

www.dof.virginia.gov

VDOF P00107; 09/2015

VI RG I NIA

Virginia Department of Forestry

What You Need to Know

Fire... No matter how small, can 

take your life and your property!

Fire Laws

Outdoor 

D.	 Any	person	who	builds	a	fire	in	the	open	air,	or	uses	a	
fire	built	by	another	in	the	open	air,	within	150	feet	of	any	
woodland,	brushland	or	field	containing	dry	grass	or	other	
inflammable	material,	shall	totally	extinguish	the	fire	before	
leaving	the	area	and	shall	not	leave	the	fire	unattended.	

E.	 Any	 person	 violating	 any	 provisions	 of	 this	 section	
shall	be	guilty	of	a	Class	3	misdemeanor	for	each	separate	
offense.	 If	 any	 forest	 fire	 originates	 as	 a	 result	 of	 the	
violation	 by	 any	 person	 of	 any	 provision	 of	 this	 section,	
such	person	shall,	in	addition	to	the	above	penalty,	be	liable	
to	 the	Commonwealth	 for	 the	 full	amount	of	all	expenses	
incurred	by	the	Commonwealth	in	suppressing	such	fire.	Such	
amounts	shall	be	recoverable	by	action	brought	by	the	State	
Forester	in	the	name	of	the	Commonwealth	on	behalf	of	the	
Commonwealth	and	credited	to	the	Forestry	Operations	Fund.	

Local Ordinances
Be	sure	to	check	with	your	local	fire	department	
or	sheriff’s	office	regarding	any	local	fire	laws	or	
ordinances.

If You Must Burn...

Follow these Fire Safety Tips:

1.	 Contact	 your	 local	 fire	 department	 or	
Virginia	Department	of	Forestry	office.

2. Beware	of	power	lines,	trees	and	structures.

3.	 Clear	all	flammable	materials,	such	as	dry	
leaves	and	dry	grass,	from	around	the	fire.	

4. Have	water	 and	 hand	 tools,	 such	 as	 a	
shovel	and/or	rake,	available.	

5.	 Have	 communication	 available	 or	 have	
someone	nearby	who	can	call	for	help	in	
case	of	an	emergency.

6. Burn	when	 the	humidity	 is	high	and	 the	
wind	is	calm.

7. Burn	 between	 4:00	 p.m.	 and	midnight.	 
The 4 PM Burning Law is in effect from 
February 15 through April 30.

8. Stay	with	the	fire	until	it	is	completely	out.

9. Keep	 your	 debris	 piles	 small,	 adding	 to	
them	as	they	burn	down.

10.	If	you	are	using	a	burn	barrel,	make	sure	
the	barrel	is	in	good	condition	and	covered	
with	a	wire	mesh	screen.	Clear	all	dry	grass	
and	weeds	from	around	the	barrel	(at	least	
10	feet	of	clearance).	

Be safe, 
not sorry! 



KNOW THE FOREST LAWS AND LOCAL 
ORDINANCES BEFORE BURNING

 ü No	burning	until	 after	 4:00	p.m.	February	15	
through	April	30	of	each	year,	 if	 the	fire	 is	 in	
or	within	300	 feet	of	woodland,	brushland	or	
field	 containing	dry	 grass	 or	 other	 flammable	
material.

 ü Fire	shall	not	be	left	unattended	if	within	150	
feet	of	woodland,	brushland	or	fields	containing	
dry	grass.

 ü No	new	fires	set	or	fuel	added	after	midnight.

 ü Law	applies	to	campfires,	warming	fires,	brush	
piles,	leaves,	household	trash,	stumps,	fields	of	
broomstraw	and	brush	or	anything	capable	of	
spreading	fire.

 ü The	law	provides	for	a	penalty	of	up	to	$500,	
plus	payment	of	court	costs	and	fire	suppression	
costs	if	the	fire	escapes.

precautions	to	prevent	the	spread	of	such	fire	to	any	other	
land. 

B.	 Except	as	provided	in	subsection	C,	during	the	period	
February	15	 through	April	 30	of	each	year,	even	 though	
the	precautions	required	by	the	foregoing	subsection	have	
been	taken,	 it	shall	be	unlawful,	 in	any	county	or	city	or	
portion	thereof	organized	for	forest	fire	control	under	the	
direction	of	the	State	Forester,	for	any	person	to	set	fire	to,	
or	to	procure	another	to	set	fire	to,	any	brush,	leaves,	grass,	
debris	or	field	containing	dry	grass	or	other	 inflammable	
material	capable	of	spreading	fire,	located	in	or	within	300	
feet	 of	 any	woodland,	 brushland,	 or	 field	 containing	dry	
grass	or	other	 inflammable	material,	except	between	the	
hours	of	4:00	p.m.	and	12:00	midnight.	

	 The	provisions	of	this	subsection	shall	not	apply	to	any	
fires	which	may	be	set	on	federal	lands.	

C.	 Subsection	B	shall	not	apply	to	any	fire	set	between	
February	15	and	April	30	of	each	year,	IF:	

1.	The	fire	is	set	for	“prescribed	burning”	that	is	conducted	
in	 accordance	with	 a	 “prescription”	 and	managed	 by	 a	
“certified	 prescribed	 burn	manager”	 as	 those	 terms	 are	
defined	in	§	10.1-1150.1;	

2.	The	burn	is	conducted	in	accordance	with	§	10.1-1150.4;	

3.	The	State	Forester	has,	prior	to	February	1,	approved	the	
prescription	for	the	burn,	and	

4.	The	burn	 is	being	conducted	 for	one	of	 the	 following	
purposes:	(i)	control	of	exotic	and	 invasive	plant	species	
that	cannot	be	accomplished	at	other	 times	of	 the	year;	
(ii)	 wildlife	 habitat	 establishment	 and	maintenance	 that	
cannot	be	accomplished	at	other	times	of	the	year;	or	(iii)	
management	necessary	for	natural	heritage	resources.	

The	State	Forester	may	on	the	day	of	any	burn	planned	to	
be	conducted	pursuant	to	this	subsection	revoke	approval	
of	the	prescription	for	the	burn	if	hazardous	fire	conditions	
exist.	The	State	Forester	may	revoke	the	certification	of	any	
certified	prescribed	burn	manager	who	violates	any	provision	
of	this	subsection.	

Accidents	can	happen.	Should	your	fire	get	
out	of	control,	CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY! 
Leave	the	firefighting	to	trained	professionals.		
Fire	can	be	a	valuable		tool.	It	can	also	be	
deadly!

Burning Laws in Detail

§ 10.1-1142. Regulating the burning of 
woods, brush, etc.; penalties.

A.	 It	shall	be	unlawful	for	any	owner	or	lessee	of	land	to	
set	fire	to,	or	to	procure	another	to	set	fire	to,	any	woods,	
brush,	 logs,	 leaves,	 grass,	 debris,	 or	 other	 inflammable	
material	upon	such	land	unless	he	previously	has	taken	all	
reasonable	care	and	precaution,	by	having	cut	and	piled	the	
same	or	carefully	cleared	around	the	same,	to	prevent	the	
spread	of	such	fire	to	lands	other	than	those	owned	or	leased	
by	him.	It	shall	also	be	unlawful	for	any	employee	of	any	such	
owner	or	lessee	of	land	to	set	fire	to	or	to	procure	another	
to	set	fire	to	any	woods,	brush,	logs,	leaves,	grass,	debris,	

or	other	inflammable	material,	upon	such	land	
unless	he	has	taken	similar	

If the FIRE is beyond your control, STOP and CALL 911.
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